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The President’s Run

One of the great side benefits to
being involved with the WSC is
the opportunity to meet and work
with some enthusiastic steelhead-
ers; one such steelheader is Jeff
Bright. Jeft lives in San Francisco
and, like many of us, loves to fish
tor steelhead and is very devoted to
steelhead conservation. I first
spoke with Jeff a couple a years ago
after I noticed he had written a
very articulate and respectful letter
to the City of Forks outlining a
very compelling case why the wild
steelhead moratorium would be a
great opportunity for their city. As
a design professional in my “other
life”, I became quickly aware of his
talent as a photographer and
graphic artist. Since the time we
first spoke, Jeff has jumped at the
opportunity to support the WSC.
He has always graciously donated
his time and talent to our organiza-
tion and has been inspired by our
“grassroots” work, stirring a desire
for a similar organization in Cali-
fornia. Of course our phone con-
versations after business always
turned to fishing and a desire to
hear what was going on in each
others home waters. I also made an
offer to Jeft' if he came to Seattle I
would love to share a run with him.

This year Jeff drove from San
Francisco to Seattle, via a detour
near Roseburg (Hmmm), to attend
the WSC Awards Banquet and
with plans to go steelheading to-
gether after the event. After some
weather dependant decisions we
decided to “roll the dice” and head
out West to the Olympic Penin-

sula, Jeff has never fished there and
was eager to ply the waters of the
OP. We were joined the next day
by one of our new, but returning
board members, Ryan Petzold. Al-
though conditions were not favor-
able and did a lot of “walking and
driving in our boots” Ryan man-
aged to hook a nice fish that took
to the air just as evening sky was
talling. The next day the condi-
tions aligned and Jeft released a
nice fish, but the president took
“gas” for the trip. There was a lot
of great conversation and experi-
ences shared and Jeff took some
time out to take some beautiful
photos. It would have been great to
connect with a fish, but what was
inspiring was to fish and spend
time with two guys that share such
a strong conviction about the fu-
ture of wild steelhead and willing
to offer their time and efforts for
the success our organization as it
pursues to reverse the negative
trend wild steelhead are facing.

I am confident what I just wrote
resonates with many of you and
have shared many similar experi-
ences. The WSC is in the midst of
a membership drive and we hope
that has you reflect on our organi-
zation, it has been deemed a suc-
cess for wild steelhead. I also in-
vite you to revisit our website and
review the Year 5 Update to see
what the organization has worked
on last year. Special thanks goes
out to Jeff Swift, our new web mas-
ter, who has been refreshing the
website.

Many of you have recently re-
ceived a membership renewal letter

in the mail. We hope that you will
renew your membership or if you
have been away as member you
will reconsider your support. I
would also like to put a challenge
out to you to help recruit anglers
with that share similar convictions
to join. In perusing the various
fishing internet bulletin board I am
truly amazed at the amount of en-
ergy that is expended to complain
and criticize when so much of that
energy could be expended towards
involvement in an organization or
work to support steelhead conser-
vation.

The Wild Steelhead Coalition
has had a significant impact on
wild steelhead in our state as well
as the Pacific Northwest and we
hope you will join us to continue
and build upon our success. We
want this membership drive to
mark and showcase the efforts of
anglers and conservation minded
individuals to support the only or-
ganization who'’s focus is solely on
wild steelhead. I am positive there
are many of you out there that
share the same convictions as Jeft
and Ryan and you will heed their
example and join us.

PS: Congratulations Frank! And
many thanks to all who attended
and donated to the WSC Awards
Banquet you all made it a special
event. And a special big thanks to
Jim Schmitz who pulled it all to-
gether.

Sincerely,
Rich Simms
President




explaining the plight of wild steelhead on the Hoh
Presi dent 6s Not ®iger, as well as the trends in wild steelhead popu
tions across the Pacific Northwest , and respectful
A few brief notes t o c cequssiing thatthdyremone wilthsteelpeaddrene
their menu. They wrote back, thanked us and let if
Statewide Steelhead Management Plan- Much of  formed us that they have removed wild steelhead
the focus of the WSCOs fromdheikmegus.nt i nues to be
WDFWG6s Statewide Steel head Management Pl an.
This has been a slow, complicated process, but | a&lerking Retreat Planned for the WSC: The WSC
not stress enough how important it is for the WSCBoard will hold a weekend retreat in April to discug
have as much influence in its content as possible.the future of the Wild Steelhead Coalition. The W§
This plan, once completed will chart the course fothas also contracted with Executive Services Corp
steelhead management in Washington for possiblyWashington to work with the Board to further de-

the next 15 years! Stay tuned. velop the organization and its strategy for moving

forward. Thanks to Trustee Rob Masonis for work
Major Rules Cycle Proposals Due- The WSC ing with the Board and setting this up for us. For
started to devel op o0ur mgeraiffomaton goltawwiv.escwalorg WDF W
Major RulesCycleThi s i s a fAmajor cycledo year,

when proposals for changes in the sportfishing rul®®onation to Hoh River Trust: At the March meet-
are accepted from the public and within the agencing the WSC Board voted and approved a $500 d¢
We urge our membership to send us your ideas fonation to the Hoh River Trust to support their work
new rules proposal to incorporate into the WSC for securing land along the Hoh Rivéhe WSC
package. We also ask that if you have specific ruldéully endorses the work the Hoh River Trust is do-
change suggestiony®u send them in separately as ing. The Trust has alreaglyeserved much habitat
well. It does not hurt for WDFW and the Commis-along the Hoh Riveand will keep itin public trust.
sion to get support for proposals from more than oRkease do what yoean to support their efforts to

party/organization. For information go to the save and preserve this special watershed and ma
WDFW websitehttp://wdfw.wa.gov/fish/regs/ ous wild steelhead habitat on the Olympic Peninsy
rule_proposals/index.htm www.hohrivertrust.org

Website Upgrade- We would like to introduce our New WSC Advertisement: The WSC has devel-

new Webmaster Jeff Swift and thank him for terrifioped a new advertisement for our organization def

job hebs doing. Jef f h aignedioehelmendage sthersuomet mwlded im gt

content on our website and now has made it possivdad conservation. The advertisement was devel-

to renew memberships on line using Pay Pal. Pleagged by Jeff Bright Design in San Francisco and V

let us know if you have ideas or content you wouldinveiled to the membership at the WSC Awards

like to see on the website. Banquet and now greets visitors to the WSC web-
site. Look for the new advertisement to appear so

New Board Members- We have three new Board in Salmon Trout & Steelheader, NW Fly Fishing ar

Members to introduce and thank for infusing new various fishing websites and bulletin boards.

energy and ideas into the Board. Chris Grieve is our

new VP of Education, Ryan Petzold has returned &ncerely,

our VP at Large and Jon Velikanje is our new SecRich Simms

tary and will be helping out our VP of MembershipPresident

Jim Schmitz.

Schwartz Brothers Resturants: The WSC was

alerted to the fact that Schwartz Brother Re
Chandlers Cove was offering Wild Hoh River Steel-

head on the their menu. The WSC submitted a letter
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Frank Amato is Conservation Award Winner
Portland publisher Frank Amato i ent
servation Award at the banquet and auction in Seattle on Febrifary 10
Frank began to publish and e8ilmon Trout Steelheaderagazine in Wild Steclhead Coalition
1967 and around the same time became very active in conservationwotk =~
with Trout Unlimited, Northwest Steelheaders, and the Deschutes Riveremai: fishbum@seanet.com
Foundation. He started his book publishing business in 1970 and since
then, has published over 300 fishing books. His other magd&tieshing Board of Directors
the Westnow Fly Fishing & Tying Journgl began in 1978. President R
Rich Simms concluded his award presef®&r on by |
lief of the Wild Steelhead Coalition that Frank Amato himself, as well as S e
his numerous publications, have been on the forefront in taking strong B
conservation stands regarding the importance and significance of wild M
steelhead and have been a leading popular voice calling for their protgc- Y°-°tFundraising@widsteeiheadcoaliion.com
t | on. C) VP Conse?:égt_i;)gégig:(sBurge
fskibum@olypen.com
New Webmasterd Jeff Swift N o o000
johncase@microsoft.com
This would probably be a good time to introduce myself prior the major VP )
changes coming to the WSC website. The WSC found me through one of its nate@xsat.com
board membe@Nate Mantua. He and | have been good friends for over VP at Large: Jon Velikanje
10 years now and have done lots of local and international fishing adven-
tures. He was with me on my first day using flies for steelies and helped dig/ VP Education: Chris Grieve
pull/cut out an egg sucking leech fly from the middle of my back between - ‘
my shoulders. What are friends for right? Had he not saved me | could have” ""“gassron "
died that day on that river. He told me purple egg sucking leech flies are UL e e
merely a dormant lethal larvae and once that thing woke up it would have Secretary: Richard Hunt
been curtains for me, therefore | was indebted to him from that day forth for richarah@oBwitiams.com
SaVing my I|fe Treasurer: Bob Young
When he called me up and said the WSC needed help it was an easy an- R L.
swer, | already was a member in|gogd._stanhding b
always made my company match the membership. I liked the stickers jand 425-821-1774
Rich said | could have a hat and no pay if | became the webmaster. conlack@nomatlcom
Up to now | have mainly cleaned up old entries on the main page, hooked Tustees
up an online membership/renewal process via an encrypted PayPal interface, Jmruage - John MeSienn
upgraded the main page and added a splash screen of a current WS ad be- Frankamato — buggan Haman
ing published in magazines. Currently | am trying to get the BoD to update :
their bios and send some picturles thé&8ondét | o

coming months, | hope to have finished a full redesign of the site offlife. e s et c@aot com
My goals are to make it clean, consistent throughout, easy to navigate|and .

. . o Region 3: Steve Worley
update, compliant with current and future web standards and also make it 5099622033 worleybugger@elitel.net

look really good. The site will be changing from a .com suffix to a .org|suf- Region 4: Rob Endsley
fix. 1 would like it to be an award winning+poofit conservation site cre- SRR R
ated by its members for the community. It will take some time because | sl i el

360-374-2019 rball@olypen.com

have an 18 month old boy and a girl expected next month in May as wellasa
remodel on my house that | am doing myself and a fulltime job that KEEPS  sso.4ss.5406 nammeysamilepssey.com
getting in the way of everything else. If you have any ANY recommenga- I W
tions or ideas for content or the site in general please feel free to send| them 503-640-8346 sstews4@earthiink.net
along to webadmin@wildsteelheadcoatfitign.am sure you will be hearing

from me in the months to come.




Biotelemetry Studies in Puget Sound
Background and 2006 Summary
By Fred Goetz, US Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle WA

You may have asked yourself, where are fish going in such a hurry? They always seem to be mgving ol
grating from one place to another, from freshwater to saltwater, from Puget Sound to the Ocean. Yqu also
might ask, once they get to their destination what are they going to do, have lunch, meet family and friends
have a party? Scientists have been interested in fish movements for decades, they may not ask qugstions
the way we might think of it, but the study of and knowledge of the movements of all manner of fish includir
salmon, trout and marine fishes of Puget Sound, is essential to our ability to protect and conserve these fisl
their habitats.

Recently new technologies have been developed that may help scientists answer some of these guestio
hypotheses they pose regarding movements and habitat use. These tools are opening an exciting rlew wo
estuary and marine research of salmonids and marine fishes using biotelemetry (sound transmitters|and ur
ter receivers) a research approach that has been evolving locally (Puget Sound), regionally (Salish $ea) ar
international scale. This work is leading to an all new understanding of what habitats fish reside in
they move through waters in our area and in the Pacific Ocean. The research is being conducted af variety
scalesthe international scale is being led by the Census for Marine Life (CoMEpa gévbal effort to studly
marine organisms in all the oceans of the world. CoML has funded continental efforts to study migrations c
large marine animals in the open ocean (TOPPs program, Tagging Of Pacific Pelagics) using satellite tags
low the movement of large fishes (great white sharks, tuna, salmon sharks), and marine mammals gnd salr
migrations along the west coast of North America (POST program, Pacific Ocean Shelf Tracking): there ar
websites for each program that provide more information.

Regionally in Puget Sound and locally in various watersheds we have seen a tremendous growth|in biot
try studies in our rivers, estuaries, nearshore and pelagic waters: informally we call telemetry studie$ in this
thePuget Sound Biotelemetry Project Local researchers use acoustic telemetry with transmitters thaf emit e
unique code for each tag using a sound frequency range similar to those that depth finders use (69 kHz).
tists study fish in Puget Sound with acoustic tags that can be placed in fish as small as chinook and coho ¢
and steelhead smolts (approximately 6 inches or 150 mm) and as large as green stugkchankd gilsh
that are up to nine feet long). The tag is powered by a battery; these batteries may last from 4 months (sm:
sized tag) to years (shaiked). We tag salmon using surgery to implant the tag in the abdomen we tag shar
are other large fish by placing the tag on the back of animal. We use acoustic receivers or data loggers to .
and record and signal from tagged fish that swim by. The tag emits its unique code as migrates thrqugh its
tats, for salmon smolts, that would be from river, to estuary, to Puget Sound and ultimately to the Pacific Oc
Figure 1 shows the various aspects of the work including three tag sizes, the underwater receiver, bpat pla
of the receiver, putting a tag in a smolt, and the cartoon showing how the tag signal is sent through the wat
detected by the receiver.

Biotelemetry research in Puget Sound has seen an explosive increase in the number of involved groups
the number of fishes being studisthce 2002 the number of collaborating groups has increased from 2 to 20,
the number of fish tagged from 50 to 900 per year, the number of receivers from 20 to 220, and the humbe
species studied from 2 to 13 including four endangered 8fi&uiesok salmon, bull trout, steelhead
(proposed for listing), and Sacramento Green Sturgeon. Organizations working on this research arg doing
voluntarily and in a collaborative fashisimaring and purchasing equipment, assisting each other in the|field,
organizing study plans and sharing data. There are approximately 20 collaborating agencies involved inclu
five tribes, three universities, two sportfishing groups, watershed groups, state, federal and local aggncies,
The POST Project.

(Continued on page 5)




(Continued from page 4)
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Figure. Aspects of biotedehmetgg or transmitter, the receiver that logs the tag, surgical impleivetide-g
ployment by boat, and a cartoon showing tagged fish emitting a signal and the receiver recaortiingghi
that fish.

Research in 2005 and 2006 expanded from previous years to a wide variety of new studies. In 2
searchers began study of seven gill shark on the coast; one tagged fish was heard entering Puget S
the way south to the Tacoma Narrows. A green sturgeon from Northern California (an ESA listed sp
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heard for the third year in Central Puget Sound, this time off of Bainbridge Island; previously this fish

was

heard in the Snohomish River delta. A NOAA researcher tagged the first invertebrate in North Amerjica, Pa

cific Squid. Eleven of the tagged squid were detected migrating in south Central Puget Sound arour
Island. NOAA researchers began evaluating the feasibility of restocking Pacific cod to Puget Sound
raised, tagged and released 21 cod near Bainbridge Island. In South Puget Sound the Squaxin Isla
been studying hatchery coho salmon smolt migrations for several years. In 2005 and 2006 they add
coho smolts from Goldsborough Creek to their study. The Corps of Engineers begaamtagging study
(20052006) using temperature tags and archival temperature loggers of Lake Washington Chinook ¢
lard Locks, focusing on the temperature requirements of fish using the estuary and Lake Union systg
2005, the University of Washington, Squaxin Island Tribe, and Corps began study of cutthroat trout i
Puget Sound and South Puget Sound, that work was expanded in 2006 to include Hood Canal and 1
River. In 2002006, NOAA, Seattle City Light, the Corps and the UW begangeau#iudy of Chinook
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salmon smolts and resident Chinook. Chinook salmon smolts were tagged in Skagit Bay in 2005 and 2006

Resident Chinook salmon study will be for several years, initial work began by taggiolgsgog®ort
Madison in November 2005, in 2006 fish will be tagged in Central Puget Sound and the Whidbey Ba
Seattle City Light and the Corps continued study of bull trout, which began in 2002. In 2005 the stud
panded to the White River and in 2006 the Nooksack River will be added to the study area.
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The most dramatic new study work during-200% was with steelhead smolts. NOAA began the first acous-

(Continued on page 6)




(Continued from page 5)
tic tag study of steelhead in 2005, by tagging 50 hatchery smolts from the Hamma Hamma River. That year tf
detected 24% of those fish reaching a line of receivers in the Strait of Juan de Fuca. In 2006, we saw a groun
of interest in study of steelhead likely driven by the proposed listing of the Puget Sound ESU. Groups involve
the steelhead research provided funding, labor and/or equipment. These groups span a wide range of organi:
includingd the Steelhead Trout Club of WashingtonWihe Steelhead Coalitionthe Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife, the Nisqually, Puyallup, Squaxin Island, and Lower Elwha Tribes, King County, Seattle Ci
Light, NOAA Manchester, NW Fisheries Science Center, Hood Canal Coordinating Council, University of Was
ton, University of Idaho, and the Corps. These groups began the year by holding a biotelemetry planning worl
Seattle, over 40 people participated.

Between April and June steelhead smolts were tagged in five different rzasiessabd 11 different rivers
and streams. Both wild and hatchery fish were tagged. A total of 568 smolts were tagged with 311 wild and 2
hatchery fish (see the Table below). Tagging and release locations varied, most fish were tagged in lower rive
or estuaries, two exceptions were the Green River and the Skagit River. In the Green River 50 hatchery and &
fish were captured and tagged in the Middle Green River at RM 34 another 100 hatchery wild broodstock smo
were tagged and released above and below a major fish barrier, Howard Hanson Dam, at RM 64 (this was pal
survival study investigating how many fish survive through the dam floodway tunnel). In the Skagit River 24 fi
were tagged at the scrieap by 15 near RM 19. Most groups reported good success in tagging smolts with very
few observed mortalities at the tagging locations.

Sub-Basin River \Wild  [Hatchery TOTALS
\Whidbey Basin Skagit 24 24
Central Puget Snd M Green 99 99
U Green 50 50 100
Puyallup 25 25 50
South Puget Snd Nisqually 56 56
Hood Canal Big Beef Crk 50 50 100
Skokomish 27 27
Dewatto 10 10
Lilliwaup 33 33
Str of Juan de Fuca Snow Creek 39 39
Elwha River 30 30
Totals 311|257 568

We have some initial information on detections of fish in rivers and estuaries. Many of the receivers in thos
cations have already been downloaded as they are in accessible locations. Receivers in marine waters are m
cult to reach and retrieval of data from those receivers will be occurring during the fall and early winter. We he
some initial information from Hood Canal, Nisqually River, Green River and the Skagit River. In Hood Canal, :
proximately 79% of all tagged fish were heard in the Canal at some point and 71% were heard passing the Ho
nal Bridge. In the Nisqually River approximately 80% of all tagged fish were heard at least once. In an unusu,
currence 4 upper Green River steelhead were heard at Nisqually River receivers, almost 60 miles south of the
wamish River mouth. In the Green River we heard almost equal numbers of hatchery and wild fish id the estu
between 780%. In the Skagit River we had some unusual problems not encountered in other rivers. We had
planned on tagging up to 50 smolts however our plans were overcome by high flows. During June there was ¢
week period when flows were so high that the screw trap was pulled from the river; this coincided with the pea
the steelhead smolt migration, so we were only able to tag 24 smolts. However, we do have some of the first
nearshore information for these smolts. NOAA maintains receivers at Deception Pass, two of these receivers

(Continued on page 7)



(Continued from page 6)
recovered in September. There were approximately 18 fish heard on those receivers, of which 16 were Ska

River steel head smolts. As 24 fish were tagged
fish made it to the nearshore and appeared to be ready to enter pelagic waters of Puget Sound. At the time
writing, we dondét have our full data on Skagit R

that may have migrated south through Saratoga Passage.

We hope to a draft report for the steelhead studies soon and plan on recently held a 2007 planning meeting

ruary. We do know already that most of the steelhead cooperators from 2006 are planning on providing simi
support and will be conducting similar studies in all regions in 2007. We also hope to begin closer work with
POST project; they may provide assistance in Puget Sound by installing additional receiver lines in new loca
we currently dondt cover.

For more information on the Pacific Oceans Shelf Tracking program, see ibiggr atebttp://
www.postcoml.org/

Commentary by WSC Region 6 Rep. schedule for tribal anglers this year. There is a growing
Bob Ball fear that the o0dayd quot a

Mother Nature continues her unstable attitude h{gf€ase in effort into account and the OPGA will be
in Forks. Long spells of incessant rains followed byasklng the state to work out some form of an agreement

weeks of clear, cold weather have left Olympic Penff) t h the tribal anglers tc¢

sula steelhead anglers of all gear types scrambling {§'4§.years to help prevent any possible over harvest.

just to some extremes in water conditions this season.! N€re has also been much talk regarding the new

Regardless of a given a%gpemensplanigbeHoh thajclpseg tlaei,t”b&t' sl ¢

been an ofteheard question amongst anglers this yE5f €arly and has noved the river to a selective sport

of OWhere are the fish ?flg_,hery Ma_rch 1. The plan appears to t_)e Worklr_lg well
Perhaps most evident in the Quillayute system, tff&h seemingly improved numbers of fish passing

wild fluctuations in water levels may have scooted H¥AY9h this spring. Enforcement has been working

fish well upstream of traditional angling / spawning Bf"d to make sure that the new regulations are adhered

eas. Many who frequent the coastal streams seem d those anglers not in compliance have found out

port an overall lack of numbers and spawning activityShhand about the steppe efforts of enforcement

traditional areas. From my own observations, sevefd¢onnel.

the areas in the lower section of the Sol Duc that shout¢’€ Pig sticking point with many anglers regarding
have a fair amount of spawning activity by now are the new agreement on the Hoh is the fact that river re-

barely being used. Similar reports are coming from f@ned open at all to a sports harvest this season based
Bogachiel / Calawah. on recent returns and failure to make escapement by

Are the numbers of fish returning down? Or havdearly 1000 _fis_h I_ast season. While many in_ the Forks
the fish simply chosen to spawn either further upstrB&ift &ré optimistic about the new plan helping push es-

or even within some t r icBRgmegtleyels backapoyegnals exppcka big gushsicy
conditions? Spawning counts fromgear may shed MOre restrictive harvest / sport |mpact_from many in
some more |light on thi sthegRPHishing/ copseryatiop girgles df th, riyes fails i
pre-season forecast were not too far off and direct /HESt €scapement once again in 2006.
direct harvest by both sport and tribal fishers is not go-
ing to bring final escapements too far down this season.

Regarding the tribal fishery in the Quillayute. There
are a number of new fishers, particularly those utilizing
the more effective drift gillnetting, participating in this
yeards fishery. The Ol ympic Peninsula Guides®d As
tion is alarmed by this fact given a slightly expanded
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The WDFW Draft Statewide and review and the needed time to de-when the stocks are at safe abun-

Watershed Steelhead Manage- velop a comprehensive plan that véasce levels that prevents declines

ment Plans by Dick Burge adequate to recover and correctly below their needed spawning levels
manage wild steelhead. This discdse to environmental cycles and

WDFW hel d 5 0 Sdioakepddohe WBFRWGealizethananagement error 0
meetings in 06 and one this year tthey could not complete a well writ- 0 MSH Pol i ci es and
discuss the development and contemt plan or satisfy SEPA require- producing MSH parameters have
of the states new steelhead manageents prior to the March 31 NOAAlearly shown to be a formula for
ment plans. The meetings includedkecision date of the Listing. depletion and neaxtinction for
interested members of their Steel- The WSC responded to each omany Washington stocks of wild
head Advisory Group and other inthie Scoping Notices and therequest e el head 6
viduals interested in participating for draft plan comments basedon o0 WDFW s houl d def i
(the Stakeholders), and WDFW biour management plan and the sciimanagement model or an adaptive
ologists. ence in our May 06 paper. It is immodel for wild steelhead that has the

The first Stakeholder meeting lamirtant and of interest to note thatfollowing objectives:

June was held to obtain input for tiéDFW did adopt many of the bio-1. Recovers all Viable Salmonid

new plans. Nate Mantua gave a logical concepts that were outlinedPiopulation characteristics,

Power Point presentation coveringhe WSC steelhead management 2. Plans ahead for stock protection
many of the major points and find-plan. Our main concerns remaineduring low productivity cycles,

ings of the WSC May 10 2006 papaith the details of their fao- gen- 3. Buffers the evg@resent manage-

| spoke at a later meeting on someeral draft plan. | will outline some wient error inherent to this fishery,
additional points with specific sug-our comments to the first draft of 4. Provides strategies to rebuild
gestions on harvest management,the WDFW Statevide Steelhead stock abundance to the levels of the
diversity recovery and managemeManagement Plan: mdl9806s and t hen
and on hatchery production. 0The draft pl ahistotical evels pagllemithshabdgah f

WDFW also issued two separatbe short and long term future of recovery, and
Scoping Notices (requests from theild steelhead as it has no clear gbal®ecovers ecosystems to assure
public for information that should kestablished for abundance recovenycreased productivity and resilience
included in an EIS) for their manay®@bFW should develop avisionar@f al | wi Il d sal mon
ment plans which are necessary t@a set of goals, both for stat&le
allow Environmental Impact State-and watershed plan applications,foro A new adapti ve n
ments to be completed and pub- recovering the abundance of wild Model was suggested in the WSC
lished for the steelhead plans. Thigteelhead as close as possible to hésent papefhe Status of Wild Steel-
process will permanently inkthese or i cal | ev el s 0 headand their Management in Western
plans and their policies for future 0The draft pl aWashingten: Strategiesefat Condereatior
use; once completed it will be veryimportance of Viable Salmonid  and Recreation, May. 2066 WSC
difficult to achieve changes withouPapulation characteristics (diversigcommended managing spawner
major shift in the Departments maabundance, productivity and distrinumbers at 150% of each rivers es-
agement philosophy, major scientifiation) but has laid no meaningfulcapement goal and them allowing a
discoveries, or a Commission re- goals or objectives, or the necess&@% harvest of the run above that
guest. biological and harvest parameters|t@ v e | 6 .

WDFW time oriented the com- guide Regional Managersinthede- 0 WDFW shoul d deve
pletion of the Stat@ide Planand v el opment t o t h eept®\éad pdansdarecaver ¢ veaters .
the Puget Sound Watershed Plan foro Manage ment Pl shedsonditions anchwakigs (the habi-
submission to NOAA prior to the wild stocks should have the primatst, river flows, etc) that existed dur-

PS proposed ESA Listing. This wabjective of wild stock conservatonng t he early 1900
an attempt to give NOAA a recov-and stock recovery, and not initiallgrowth logging and dam construc-
ery/management plan and convingeoviding harvest, except for hatchion. Presently the salmonid fresh-
them that Puget Sound stocks wemy fish. Management should conwater habitat can be characterized as
healthy and a listing was not justifiegintrate on recovery and mainte- unstable, subject to unnatural flood-
The WSC and many of the stake- nance of the Viable Salmonid Poping and scouring events, unusually
holders at the December 06 meetilagion criteria to achieve the abun-long summer/fall droughts, and

told WDFW to slow down the proceance recovery goals stated earligoresently incapable of maintaining

ess to assure adequate stakeholdérmited harvest can be provided (Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8) watershed. Further, these studies should monitor all
wild fish VSP characteristics to understand the positive
stream characteristics (riffle, pool, woody debris, floan d negati ve changes and t
levels and speed , productivity, etc) necessary for highWVDFW plans to release their next Statke Steel-
sal monid productioné head Management Plan draft on or before the April 16
OArtificial product i o rStakeloldeard netetibge WBQC vallrcongnde taarendin o p
ated in a manner to eliminate impacts on wild fish imavolved in the process, speaking for the rebuilding of
cluding competition and reduced abundance and theild steelhead populations through natural biological
loss of reproductive fitness, life history and geneticdit+t ocessds and 1 mproving heé
versity, and stock distribution. Integrated hatcheriesariohuing saga of using hatcheries to hopefully rebuild
wild fish recovery programs utilizing hatcheries shoultd steelhead runs. We believe it is time for WDFW to
be limited to pilot installations. This will allow resednelgin managing wild salmonids based on their biology,
ers time to monitor and study their impacts on wild genetics, and habitat, and not on solving the ever
stocks and their ability to establish a natural sustairdegreasing populations and their habitat problems with
wild fish abundance, through natural productivity, imaore untested hatchery programs.

2007 Fund Raiser a Success!

Here is a list of the generous donors to our recent fund

raising dinner and auction. Please give them you sup- Bill Robinson

port. Thanks. Rick Alseger of Four Sockeye
Frank Amato

Lake Quinault Lodge Islander Reels

‘Jng Brock . Precept Brands Wine
Mike Mathis, Guide Tom Bowden
Sage Rods

Dylan Tomine

Paramount Theater

T he Greenwhich Workshop Gallery
i Save our Wild Salmon

Big Sky Carvers Western Machine Works, Inc.
Joseph Tomelleri Ross Andrew Winery

CND Spey Rods N Smith Action Optics
Bell evue Kaufmands Fly vﬁwga?le?/FlyBoxCo.
Jack and Elaine Berryman Rio Fly Lines

J.D. Love, Guide Sea Star Restaurant

Rich and Ingrid Simms Crystal Mountain Ski Resort
Bob Triggs, guide Scott O6Donnel |

The Red Shed Fly Shop Caffé Appassionato
The Waterworkamson Todd Ripley

Marianne Mitchell

Bellevue Orvis Fly Shop
Sam and Lindsey Tucker
Jeff Bright

City Glass of Tacoma

Bob Ball Piscatorial Pursuits Nicholas Dean Lodge B.C.
Derek DeYoung Keith Robbins and Tini Bigs
Rob Endsley Marty Leith

John Farrar, Guide

Chris Grieve. Guide

The Avid Angler Fly Shop
Michael Cole

Patagonia
Steve Probasco
Andrea Larson & Sheraton, Bellevue




HOOD CANAL STEELHEAD
PROJECT AIMS TO ANSWER
CRITICAL QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE BENEFITS AND
RISKS OF HATCHERY
PROGRAMS IN STEELHEAD

RECOVERY
BY NATASHA DWORKIN,LONG LIVE
THE KINGS

As with other Northwest sal-
monids, wild steelhead numbers
have been in steady decline. NOAA
Fisheries is presently considering a
petition to list Puget Sound steel-
head, including those in Hood Ca-
nal, as threatened under the En-
dangered Species Act.

Though fisheries managers are
looking to reformed hatcheries as
one of several tools available to
support steelhead recovery, signifi-
cant questions remain about the
risks and benefits of these pro-
grams.

Supplementing a wild popula-
tion with fish reared in captivity
has the potential to change several
characteristics of that wild popula-
tion, including abundance, produc-
tivity and genetic diversity. The
ongoing debate has been whether
supplementation can improve the
characteristics which increase the
potential for recovery, while avoid-
ing negative impacts that over the
long term could be a detriment to
survival.

Since 1998, the Hamma Hamma
Winter Steelhead Project, led by
Dr. Barry Berejikian (NOAA Fish-
eries), in partnership with Long
Live the Kings (LLTK), the Wash-
ington Department of Fish and
Wildlife (WDFW), and the Hood
Canal Salmon Enhancement Group
(HCSEG), has investigated the effi-

cacy of a supplementation program
to support the restoration of a
naturally-spawning steelhead
population.

The project has returned increased
numbers of adult steelhead to their
spawning grounds on the Hamma
Hamma River. At its start an esti-
mated 18 adult steelhead were re-
turning. Now, the river consis-
tently shows returns of 100 or
more spawners annually.

The Hamma Hamma Winter
Steelhead Project has been the only
study in Washington to harvest
wild steelhead eggs, then rear and
release steelhead as either adults or
two-year-old smolts, and monitor
their migration patterns through
the use of acoustic tags. The pro-
ject has proven to be both a signifi-
cant recovery effort and a way to
determine which of two release
strategies is most successful in
bringing back fit adult fish to the
spawning grounds. The last steel-
head will be released in 2008, with
a final report to be written in 2009.

Though the Hamma Hamma
Winter Steelhead Project has been
effective in helping to restore one
threatened population, several re-
cent events indicate the need for
advanced understanding of the ef-
tects of steelhead supplementation
on a larger scale.

A The Northwest Fisheries Sci-
ence Center’s Recovery Science
Review Panel strongly advo-
cated that NOAA Fisheries
take the lead in initiating a
large-scale hatchery experi-
ment that incorporates treat-
ment and control streams
(RSRP Report, 21-23 July
2008).
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A The Northwest Power Plan-
ning and Conservation Coun-
cil’s Independent Science Ad-
visory Board has questioned
assertions by supplementation
hatchery programs that the
programs have aided natural
populations, and concluded
that the assertion remains un-
tested and requires an experi-
mental design with both sup-
plemented treatment streams
and control streams that ex-
clude hatchery salmon and
steelhead.

The ‘Alsea Decision’ and
NOAA’s Draft Hatchery Pol-
icy highlight the continuing
uncertainty regarding the
merits of hatcheries in an era
in which over two dozen ESUs
have been listed as threatened
or endangered under the En-
dangered Species Act.

The Hatchery Scientific Re-
view Group (HSRG) has called
for a wholesale revision of the
ways that the State uses hatch-
eries in its management of
steelhead statewide.

A WDFW is currently develop-
ing a new Steelhead Manage-
ment Plan for Washington
State.

NOAA Fisheries is conducting
a status review of Puget Sound
steelhead.

The Hamma Hamma Winter
Steelhead Project provides the
groundwork for the Hood Canal
Steelhead Project, a wider supple-
mentation experiment which incor-
porates all steelhead-bearing Hood

Canal river systems and is ex-

(Continued on page 11)



(Continued from page 10)
pected to last for 16 years.
Research for the Hood Canal
Steelhead Project will occur on
three streams supplemented with
hatchery fish (Skokomish, Dewatto,
Duckabush) and three control
streams (Dosewalips, Tahuya, Big
Beet), accounting for all major
steelhead producing streams in
Hood Canal. The project will com-
pare the abundance, and genetic
and demographic characteristics
between the supplemented and
control streams by implementing a
Before-After-Control-Impact
(BACI) experimental design.

The Hood Canal Steelhead Pro-
ject represents a major partnership
effort between NOAA Fisheries,
Native American tribes, State and
Federal agencies, community
groups, and non-profits, as well as
including the participation of many
watershed-level volunteers. Over
32 participants from 8 organiza-
tions are involved. The project is
under the direction of NOAA Re-
searcher, Dr. Barry Berejikian.
Fish rearing activities for two of
the three treatment streams will be
centered at LLTK’s Lilliwaup
hatchery (with early rearing at
USFWS’ Quilcene NFH). Rearing
for the third supplemented stream
will occur at WDFW’s McKernan
Hatchery. Participants from all
partnering organizations, as well
as community volunteers, will take
part in surveys, egg collection,
monitoring, and other field activi-
ties.

By expanding research on
steelhead supplementation in
greater Hood Canal, it will become
possible to better evaluate and vali-

date the benefits and risks of con-
servation hatchery programs and
the life-history of steelhead; and to
simultaneously attempt to recover
three Hood Canal steelhead popu-
lations to a point where they are
self-sustaining.

More information on the Hood
Canal Steelhead Project is available
at Long Live the Kings” website:
www.lItk.org.

2007
Membership Drive

You can now re-new online

with paypal @
www.wildsteelheadcoalition
.com

Dear Friends of the Wild Steelhead
Coalition;

As the WSC moves into its sev-
enth year, the organization is as
busy as ever working to help en-
sure the future of wild steelhead.
Much of our success as an organi-
zation would not have been possi-
ble without the support from our
past and current members. The
Wild Steelhead Coalition’s annual
budget is driven by our annual
fundraiser and membership dues.
With this in mind, our goal is to
take the organization to the next
level. In order for the WSC to
move ahead and do more for the
fish, we feel a strong membership
base of at least 300 people is the
only way to achieve this goal.

Being a young organization, the
WSC has had to learn many things
on the fly. By doing this we have
realized that some things definitely
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need improvement. The 2007
membership drive is aiming to fo-
cus on not only bringing in new
members, but also educating and
communicating our efforts to our
members on a more frequent basis.
By switching our membership to
an annual January to January re-
newal, we will have the ability to
track our members and achieve a
more organized operating budget.

The Wild Steelhead Coalition
has had a significant impact on the
wild steelhead of the Pacific North-
west and we hope to continue
tighting for all wild fish. We want
this membership drive to make a
mark and showcase the efforts of
anglers and conservation minded
individuals who want to support
the only organization focused
solely on wild steelhead. We chal-
lenge each and every member to
not only join again this year, but to
reach out and get your friends and
tamily involved. This is a big year
tor the WSC and we want you all
on board and invite you to join us
at our quarterly membership meet-
ings. New members and renewals
can join by simply going online or
sending in the membership form
provided. Thanks to all of you who
have helped the WSC in the past
and we hope to have you on board
for years to come.

Sincerely,
Jim Schmitz

V.P. Membership Wild Steelhead
Coalition

218 Main Street #264

Kirkland, WA 98033



Wild Steelhead Coalition
218 Main St. Box 264
Kirkland, WA 98033

The Wild Steelhead Coalition (WSC)
is an organization dedicated to
increasing the return of wild
steelhead to the waters and rivers of
the Pacific Northwest.

Wild Steelhead Coalition

www. wildsteelheadcoalition.com Est. 2000
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%Again, this month our meeting place will be at the University of
%Washi ngtonds Center

« facilities.html
4

.
« Our speaker this month will be Fred Goetz, US Army Corps of En-
%gineers, Seattle WA. Biotelemetry Studies in Puget Sound. See

.

< article on page 4.
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Meeting Announcement

Wednesday, May 2nd
7:00 -9:30 pm

Ur ban

@ Campus. We will be gathering in the Douglas Classroom. Maps
with driving directions (as pdfs) and the buildings are on the

« Web at: http://depts.washington.edu/urbhort/html/info/
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